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1 S no Diſhonour to the Greateſt and 
Wilſeſt of Afſemblies,cven a Parliament, 
to review and alter their own Ats and 
Conſtitutions, whenever it is found by 
Experience , that any Inconveniences 

or Miſchiefs follow upon them : But when Ss are 
likely to follow, men are neicher to venture nor ſtay 

for the Experiment. 

Such, many fuch, both Sins and Inconveniences dan- 
gerous and preatly prejudicial ſeem bur too apparent as 
the more than accidenta/ Conſequences of a Bil faid 
to be now paſling into a Law of the Land, entituled, 
* An Act difabling Mixors to marry without the Con- 
ſent of their Father or Guardian, and againſt their 
* untimely Marriage after the Death of their Father, 
* and for preventing all Clandeſtine Marriages. 

To ſhew how eafily this A&t may be cluded or abu- 
ſed, and repreſent withal the Sins and Miſchicfs that 
are likely foon to follow it, I ſhall conſider the Heads 
of it in an AbſtraCt, that has come to hand, of it, ( the 
Copy ar large have not ſeen, nor is it in my Power to 
procure, and do hope, not to ſee paſſed into a Law ). 


By che Draught I have ſeen, it is to be EnaQted, 
From the zoth. of March 1693. ©* No Son under 18, 
* nor Daughter under 16. ſhall Marry or Contra&t 
A 2 * without 
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* without their Farther ( if living ) or Guardian be pre. 
« ſent and conſenting to, or without Conſent in Wri- 
* ting, ſigned in the preſence of two Witneſſes or more, 
* otherwile the Marriage to be zp/o fatto void. 

I will put the Cafe, That a Man of 17. years of Age 
contracts with a Woman of the ſame years, the Woman 
has Conſent of her Parents , the Man has not his Fa- 
thers Conſent, however theſe get married. Now is this 
Marriage by the Intended AC made ipſo fatto void, by 
Reaſon that the Man had not the Conſent of his Fa- 
ther 2? | 
The Queſtion that will ariſe from ſuch a Caſe as this, 
is, Whether ſuch a Marriage can be made void, (o as to 
ſecure. the Confciences of ſuch as thall be divorced- in 
ſuch a Caſe, that thcy may cither Separate, or Marry 
others to rhe better liking of their Parents ? 

Now 'tis not I conceive, a very caſie matter to prove, 
Thar a Man of 17. ycars of 'Age, ( who may. well be 
ſuppoſed to have at that Age Diſcretion to know what 
he docs, and what a Marriage Contraft fignifies) yer 
has without the Conſent of his Father contracted himſelf 
to a Woman, and gone on deliberately in it, and aCtu- 
ally married her, and known her-as a Wite 3 may yer 
Lawfully and with a good Conſcience yield to the 
breaking oft this Marriage , be divorced, or take ano- 
ther Wite, becauſe his Father gave not his Conſent ro 
the firſt Contra he engaged himſelf in. No doubt 
but it was his-Dty. to have 'ſanght and: obtained the: 
Conſent of his Father, before he had -contratted himſelf 
and marricd ; Burt that his not having done his Duty 
in that caſe to his Father, will a{terwards free him of 
his Concra&t and Marriage to his Wife, is a;Conceit that 
few. mens Conſcicnres willjadimit.: 1: MUS 
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The beſt Caſuiſts have reſolved the Marriage to be Vid. 6re- 
Valid i» foro Conſcientiz , though made without the _—_ 
Conſent of Parents and even againſt ir; owning it the cp. ;. 
manifeſt Duty of Children to have the Parents Conſent ; 
bur if they marry without, the want of it does by no 
means invalidate the Conrra. When that is finiſhed, 
the Man by Gods Law is to forſake Father and Mother 
and cleave to his Wife, goes out into another Family, 
and is not in ſuch ſubje&tion as ſhall oblige him to 
break off againſt his own Inclination, or indeed as can 
zjuſtifie him in Conſcience in ſeparating ( ſhould he have 
an Inclination to-comply with his Fathers Will ) from 
the Wife with whom he is become oxe Fleſþ. 

Some, that have pretended to argue the Invalidity 
of ſuch Marriages, have never been able to prove any 
Thing like it from God's Law; the utmoſt they have 
proved, amounts to no more than this, viz. That it is 
deducible, and may be inferred from divers Paſlages in 
Scripture, that Children onght to have their Parents 
Conſent in Marrying, which all the World owns. But 
this by no means proves, that what ought not to have 
been done may upon no account be valid when ir is 
done, What is commonly brought as an Argument 
in the Caſe to prove the Nu//ity from Reaſon, viz. *That 
* a Son cannot alienate or give away his Fathers Goods 
* without his Conſent, much leſs himſelf , who is his 
* Fathers Child, is very trifling. For though he can- 
not give his Father's Goods, nor alienate them, but the 
Law will reſtore them, and the Son perhaps may not 
be bound to give. them away, —_ - he: had promi- 
ſed ro do it, as not being obliged co tulfil an unlawful 
Promiſe ; yer if- he alienates them ta another as his 
own, and has received from him, with whom he has 
contracted for them, an equitable Conſideration ; he is 


obliged in Conſcioace no doubt to an Equiyalent Refti- 
B cution, 
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tution, if he does not make good his Promiſe in their 
delivery, or whenever a Law of the Land ſhall cauſe 
the Return of the Goods to the Father. Beſides, the 
World never yet ſuppoſed, I prefume, that the Proper. 
ty and Dominion a man hath in his Goods , and thar 
which he hath in his Ch:/4 are of the ſame nature or 
the like extent ; or that a Child hath no more Power 
over his own Body to diſpoſe of that to his own liking, 
than of his Fathers Goods, in which he hath no manner 
of Property. The Child no doubt is zxtereſſed in his 
own Marriage, and therefore is-nor to be diſpoſed of by 
the Father in Marriage againſt his own Inclinations. 
And therefore when he underſtandeth the ztere/t him- 
ſelf hath in contraCting for the Marriage of himſelf, and 
contraceth upon that 7ntereft of his own wichout his 
Father ; he is to blame no doubt for paſſing by the /»- 
tereſt of his Father, but under no neceſſity when that 
1s done, to difclaim what he has afted upon the ac- 
count of /his own [ntercf} in the Marriage of himſelf ; 
but under an obligation of Conſcience not to reſcind 
the Contratt ae has made withanother upon it. They 
who would deny this, muſt affirm the Dominion of 
the Father to be abſolare, and ar all times the ſame z 
and alfo that the Child is under the fame Reſtriftion at 
20, 30, years of Ape, as at 27, whether our of the Fa. 
ther's Family or in it. (A thing 'cis which the generality 
of the Workd never dream't of.) The only thing that 
can be pretended, it they will not fay rhis, is rhat the 
Child ar more years may have'more Ditcretion:z Bur ove 
may have: Diſcretion at 27. which. avetber has not at 
20, JO. ycars of Age: and for that Reaſon a Fime can 
not be fixed for the Validity of a Contra, but rhe Va 
lidiry of it i» Conſcience depends upon a Man's having 
the Ulz of Reaſon , when. he made ; be ic ac 'any 
Age. 

"Twill 


—_ 
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Twill be faid I know, The [Law of thei Land will 
ſccure the Conſcience in thns caſe; Bur it-ſhoukd be farit 
proved, that God allows us to take May's Law for our 
Dire&ion in this matter ; otherwiſe where there ſhall 
be found a Repugnancy between God's Law and any 
Law of men; They who think in Conſcience that they 
are to obey God, rather than Man, cannot be. perſwaded 
chat any Law of the Land will bear them our in a&Q- 
ing againſt the Law of God. And here in this caſe 
there is 1o far a Repugnancy , that the Law of Chrif 
fays, if a man be Divorced for other Cauſethan that of 
Fornicatiov, and marry another, he committerh; Xdub 
tery,, and cauſcth the Wife to commit Aduttery : Bur the 
Intended Law of the Land makes void Marriage, for 
want. of the Conſent of the Father of the married Per- 
fon; a Cauſe that: we find no Inſtance of any Divorce 
for among the Jews, when their Praftice was per» 
mitted. } *'0 
Some may lay, This making. the- Marriage void, is 
not a Divorce, but the-Declaration'of a Nulkry in the 
Marriage 3 but this I fear is aSubtile Diſtin&ion, that 
can pivelirtle Security to the Conſaence. Fot rhe thing 
will be {till in diſpure, What makes a Marriage in the 
ſight of God, whether the Voluntary'A@ion ob a Per- 
ſon having the uſe of Reaſon, that contracts. himictf co 
a Woman in face of God's Churchy and coltabirs with 
her upon it , or the Conſent which tris - Facher ſhall. 
give. to: what he does? This the Conſcience: of a Vo- 
luntary Agent will reſolve him in more plainly, chai) all 
the Arggings- of ſubtle Wits in the caſe. echo} bs 
( 2.) Bur now beſides the S»are which the Diſſolu- 
tow of Marriages according; to this At may prove to 
Mens Cop/cieaces 4 there: may; be: a6 knjuſtice inlic/in 
many Calcs to.gn Innocent Panty..: | As.an. the Toftance 
B. 2 propoſed 
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propoſed before (for Example ) of a Man at 17. mar- 
rying a Woman of the ſame Age. 

The Woman may have the Conſent of her Parents, or 

is of Age ſufficient, according to this Law, to marry 
withour them, and may be deceived by the Man, and 
cold that he has no Father living, or that his Father is 
conſenting, and made to believe as much; or may nor 
mind to look after it, being of leſs diſcretion than a 
Man of the ſame Age with her : In ſuch a Caſe a Mar- 
riage may ſucceed, and a Cohabitation. Now ſhould a 
Separation be made after this as by the Intended Law 
it may, (noProviſjon being made to help the Woman in 
caſe of ſuch a Fraud ) it would be very hard in many 
Reſpects, as She cannor be ſecured in Conſcience in mar- 
rying again; as She has been robbed of her Virginity, 
as She may be left with Child, &&c. The Innocent Party 
in ſuch a caſe would be maniteitly puniſhed for the faulr 
of the other. 
- 3. Again *tis by this evident, what advantage like- 
wiſe: a fraadulent Perſon might make of this Law, to 
ſerve his Ends upon'a Woman, and then get a Separa- 
tion from her, or throw her oft upon any Diſlike. 

.4. In a word, Suirs about the Validity of Marriages 
will very - probably. be found endleſs, conſidering the 
many Opportunities ill' Men may have by this Act, to 
call a+ Marriage” into queſtion, whenever they ſhall 
diſlike, er be willing to get rid of their Wives. Which 
may. prove a .muchgreatcr Evil to Parents, as to world- 
ly ReſpeRs, inthe Marriage of their Children, than the 
Miſchicfs which ſome may imagine this new Law will 
Prevent. 

5. The Children likewiſe born -of ſuch Marriages 
are \left without Proviſion; unleſsit be that which che 
Law of the.Land hath already made for Baſtards, which 


theſe 
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theſe 1 ſuppoſe are intended to be reputed. And when 
the. Women that are divorced in ſuch Marriages ſhall 
come to be repured Harlots, as they muſt in conſc- 
quence. Thar Stain may be more a Prejudice to Fami- 
lies chancan at a diſtance be apprehended, 

By theſe Inſtances, any Man that would ſer himſelf 
ro conſider, may gueſs at a multitude of other very dan- 
gerous Conſequences, prejudicial ro Chriſtianity, and 
more prejudicial to Families, than the Miſchief intended 
to be quenched, which may follow upon this Af, 
through the Inadvertency of many well meaning Per- 
ſons, the Endeavours of others to elude, and others'to 
abuſe rhe ſame. 

Son under ſixteen, or Daughter under fourteen ( their 
Father being dead) tho they marry or comratt with Guar- 
dians Conſent, yet ſuch Marriage ſhall be iplo tao wid. 

The Intention of this, I ſuppoſe, is to prevent the 
Fraud and Diſhoneſty and Berraying of Truſt in Guar- 
dians, that they may not, as ſome perhaps have done, 
marry a Minor for Gain, or to their own Relations as 
others, to the Child's =_ Diſadvantage, while it is ſo 
young as to be ſuppoſed not to have the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, to know what the Contra@ of Marriage ſignifieth, 
or to aſſent ro ſuch a Contract. A Crime this, that de- 
ſerves Puniſhment by ſuch Forfeitures as the Guardian 
is ſubjeted ro by this Aft in caſe of betraying his Truſt, 
viz. Value of a Third Part of the Minors Eſtate, and 
perhaps a greater Penalty than ſo. Bur in the making 
_ zoid\uch Marriages many Conſciences may be intangled 
as before, and greater Inconveniences happen to the 
Minor in reſpe& of Reputation, &c. than the Proviſion 
which is made hereby tor the Security of the E/ate can 
recompenle. 

Minor marrying contrary to the Aﬀ, not to have the 
Benefit of any Law by reaſon of ſuch pretended Mar- 

C riage, 
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riage, but ſhall loſe Right and Title to Goods, Chattels, 
Dower, Letters of Adminiſtration, Qc. 

A Puniſhment ſomewhat too ſevere upon Minors, 
whom this At ſuppoſes not to have Underſtanding to 
Contract for their own Marriage 5 who cannot there- 
ſore well be ſuppoſed to have Forefgbt enough to pre- 
vent the Danger which after this Law they will incur. 

The Father, Guardian or Friend of ſuch Minor may 
proſecute in the Minors or their own Name, in Ecclefraſti- 
cal Courts, and have the Marriage nulled. 

A molt {trange Impoſition this is certainly like to 
be upon the Church, that the Church ſhall beentorced 
to void Marriages according to the Laws of the Secular 
Power, when the Truſt it hath in the matter of Marria- 
ges committed to it, is from the Law of Chriſt, which 
hath confined all Chriſtians to marry Oye to Oze and the 
Marriage to be 1»diſſoluble but in Fornication. The Civil 
Power may as well be an Encmy to Chriſtianity as nor 
{ and that as well profeſſing to maintain it as profeſſing 
to perſecute it ) and to ſay therefore that God hath letr 
the Conſciences of Chriſtians to be ſecured by the Ci- 
vil Power, ſubmitting to whar it determines in this 
caſe, is to ſay, that the Conſciences of Chriſtians can be 
ſecured in the Diſſolving of Marriages, otherwiſe than 
according to the Law of our Lord. - Whenever there- 
fore the Law of a #Xingdem (hall iinforce the Miniſters of 
the Church either to vord thole' Marriages which thar 


hath diſanulled, but, which are govd 1n the fight of 


God; or to bleſs thoſe ſecond Marriages which this allow- 
eth, but Ged's Law makes Adnlteries ( the Party that is 
pur away, and notfor Aduitery remaining alive) it will 
be a horrible Breach upon Chriſtianity, When the 
Church {hall be compclled to judge and difanul Marriages 
by avother Law than that of Chriſt, and allow of, and 
bleſs athers which that forbids. The Act > the 

urcn 
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Church inthe Caſe will ſecm to concur for the ſecuring 
the Conſciences of Chriſtians z wherein when it is con- 
ſtrained to concur in an unlawful Caſe, upon whom 
ſhall thoſe Souls that are in danger by that means to 
eriſh be chargeable? They who will fay upon the 
Clergy that ſhall concur in it''( as Idoube not butt many 
of this Age will: be ready enough to ſay ) will 'tis to 
be hoped excuſe the Clergy, who ſhall be afraid to con- 
cur in it, for fear of a greater Puniſhment from God 
( in being Partakers with what will open a Door for 
Adulteries ) than that which ſevere Governors may in- 
flic co enforce Laws with- which in Conſcience they 
cannot comply. | my 
Bur beſides upon a Divorce in which the Church is 
Judge, Bond is at preſent required by the Cazos to be 
taken, that neither of the ſeparated Parties marry again, 
bur l;ve fing/e .(a Law made for Prevention of de- 
ſigned Adulteries, which were found ro be made uſe of 
ro void Marriages of ſet purpoſe.) And if this Canon 
be obſerved, the Parties ſeparatcd after ſuch Marriages 


and Cohibitation in their Minority, are to be obliged to- 


live fingle. To which I doubt the Parents:of ſuch 
Minors will not be over-willing 3 neither is ic, I ſuppoſe, . 
deſigned ; but the Church muſt have a Conſtraint laid 
upon her, and her Canons muſt be laid afide at the plea- 
ſurc of the Secular Power ; how well or ill ſoever: the 
Concerns of Chriſtianity go in the mean time. 

'Tis too long to mention the Advantage which the 
Papiſts will have againſt the Reformation, when Di- 
vorces (hall become practicable after this manner, who- 
may. have colour enough to charge it on us, as the Et- 
fect of our denying Marrzage to be a Sacrament: | 

None to grant Licenſes but Vicars-General of the two 
Archbiſhopricks. Maſter ef Faculties, Chancellors of each 
Dioceſe, and one Deputy of theirs in each Dioceſe, with 
Apprebation of the Biſhop. 

C 2: If 
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If any grant Licenſe to. any not being ( viz ) above 


eighteen, if Males, and frxteen, if Females, without Fa- 
ther or Guardians Conſent, perſonally preſent, or his Cer- 


tificate ſigned and ſealed before a Juſtice of Pea:e, and 


atteſted under his Hand and Seal, and by the Oaths of 
two. Witneſſes 3 or to Minor (the Father being dead ) 
without the Oath of two Witneſſes that the ſaid Minor is 
at leaſt ſixteen, if Male ; and fourteen, if Female. 

To forfeit five hundred pounds, and to be diſabled to 
hold any Employ. And if the Deputy does contrary to 
the Af, he that Deputed him ſhall be liable to the Pe- 
nalty, provided the Biſhops be not liable for approving 
ſuch Deputy. 

A Forfeiture this, that a Man would not chuſe torun 
the Hazard of, for all the ſuppoſed Advantages or Pro- 
fits of Fees for granting Licences. It had been much 
more beneficial tor Chancellors and their Deputies to 
have had their Faculties wholly taken away ; and a 
Law made for Publiſhing the Banns in all Marriages, 
which would more efteQtually prevent the Miſchicfs this 
Att is deſigned for. Burt this, I ſuppoſe, could nor be, by 
reaſon that Great Men will not be upon the fame Level 
with the vulgar, but Re/pet# muſt be had to them even 
in Religious Matters, and Eccleſiaſticks for a poor Re- 
ward muſt ſerve them in it,and beanſwerable for the In- 
convencies which follow thereby. From which its 
ſomething that the Biſhops are exempt, and that the 
Burthen and Danger lies upon their Offices and the 
Inferior Clergy. 

Whoever marries ſuch Minor, contrary to the Af, to 
ſuffer Death as a Felon without the Benefit of Clergy. Fa- 
ther, Mother, Guardian of Minors may proſecute , and 
if none of them do within twelve months, the next of kin 
ſhall ſue to have the Party convitt of Life, No pardon 
to be pleaded in Bar of ſuth Suit. 

Ic is not intelligible by the Abſtratt I have ſeen, _ 

racr 
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ther the perſon ſo-to ſuffer Death, be an” adult perſcr 
that. have married ſuch Minor, or the Miniſter that 
- joins them in Marriage. 

If it be the former, and there be no difference whe- 
ther it be Man adult, or Woman that gets married to ſuch: 
- Minor. A Woman which by this Law is no Minor at- 
ter ſixteen- years of age, ſhould ſhe be prevailed with 
by a.Youth of ſeventeen, ( who by this Law is reputed 
a Minor) to marry him without his Fathers Conſent, 
may come to ſufter upon that account. 

Yea be it Man or Woman, and be there ſome kind 
of Artifice in gaining the AﬀeCion of the Minor, = 
when the Contratt is voluntary, it ſeems ſomewhat 
hard, that the Crime ſhall be puniſhed with death, 
eſpecially when the Marriageis made void too, and when 
Adultery fraudulently committed with a Neighbour's 
Wife is not puniſhed with.any ſuch ſeverity, tho doubt- 
leſs a much- greater Crime. If the Party be to be pu- 
niſhed with Death, the Marriage need not be made- 
void; and it the Marriage be it ſelf null, or by the Law 
may be diſanulled, ir merits not a Capital Puniſhment, 
while that of Adultery is not puniſhed withit. 

The Allowance of the next of Kin to profecure after: 
twelve Months, if the Father does not, is much: more 
hard ;. when the Fzther ſhall not have the Poweror Li- 
berty to give an After-Conſent, if he finds occaſion forit : 
but a Kinſman (that thirſts after the Inheritance of his. 
Eſtate perhaps) ſhall have it in his Power to convict 
the Oftenders, when the Father- who is the injured Per- 
ſon may be willing to remit the Offence. 

Bur probably this Arguing is upon a Miſtake, and it is 
intended that, Whoever Miniſter or Parſon ſhall join ſuch 
Minor in Marriage he (hall ſuffer Death. 

[f it be ſo, methinks any Man of common Humani- 
ty ſhould think it very ſevere, That when the Gaardian 
aiding in the Marriage of a Minor againſt his Truſt, or 
Servant 
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Servant Domeſtick, or other Parſon, who has by Fraud 
drawn in a Minor to ſuch Marriage, fhalt be only pu- 
niſhed, ſome by Forfcitures, others by Imprifonment : 
the Miniſter before whom fuch Contratt isratifyed ( be- 
cauſe in an undue manner) ſhall be puniſhed with Death : 
and this roo when the Marrage is by Law made /o/ub/c-. 
"Tis a very great Crime indeed, a moſt wicked Aion 
for a Clergy-Man to be inftrumental in marrying a Mi- 
nor, that he has reaſon to. rhink may nor underſtand 
what he is going about; or it he does, whom yer he 
knows to take no notice of his Duty to his Parents, 
with whom he ſhould advite, and by whom he ſhould 
be direfted in ſo weighty an Aﬀair. But why isir ſo 
reat £ Bur becauſe he betrays the Truſt the Church 
hath pur tn him, and this in a Cafe that cannor be re- 
medied afterwards ( the Marriage when once confum. 
mate not being /oluble.) But ſuppoſe the Marri 
may be diflolved again according to this Law, p 
Crime is much lefs than before: 
To prevent all Clandeftine Marviages. 
Miniſter Marrying without Banns or Licence, or at 
any other time thax appointed by Law, and the in Pri- 
wiledged Charches, is to be ary - Offtcio $& Be- 
neficio fer the firft Offexce, ſuffer Impriſonment 
three _—_ The ſecond time to be deprived and - 
capable of any Preferment for ever. If not Beneficed 
he (hall be Degraded aud Impriſoned. 
This ſeems to comprehend all Chndeſtine Marriages 

and makes the Caſe equal, wherher rhe Mimmfter has 
done an At of Irjsſtice to any Perfon in mundpetng 
the Law or not. *'Fis (evere that when ar offence 1s 
not againlt the Ezd of a Law, that an Infirmity in a 
Miniſter in yielding to the importunity perhaps of a 
mighty Man im his Pariſh that over-awes him too, ſo 
far as to ware the Formalities of the Law, ſhall be 
puniſhed, as if he had done the Injuſtice the Law tn- 


tends 


[rs ] 
tends to '/prevent. The-. Miniſter . ſhauld not yield 
you'l} ſay 3: True, yet there's. never a Peafant or Me- 
chanick in his Pariſh, but will take upon him to declare 
himſelf offended, when _ —_—_— Prieſt will not 
waye: the Rules heis ta go by, to oblige him; and 
what Difſhculties maya. Lak (whoſe maintes 
nance is (italt, and what he has Precarious too). be 
brought into by the ſtrictneſs of this AR?2 

—_ ſhall wot ſuffer if Licence, be forged, &c. 

'Tis a kindne(s at laſh that the Migifter (hall not ſuf. 
fer if Licence be forged,, But, he is (till expoſed to 
vexatiaus fuits and moleſtations and mult be at infinite 
Trouble ta-take and keep by him Memorials .of the 
Circumſtances of every Marriage, that he may ; be 
able to quit and clear himſelf, ſhould he be called to 
oO 4s be may be at _ tune hereafter, .. 

\Fhere ts no man,, if the caſe were his own, but 
though ol endeavours: Mo —_ with the mo fi- 
_ _ _ nevertheleſs Pn of lo be 
hara wh, and -bxought in er, of latin 
all his Livelyhood,. Qut of ggmman fn tb —_ 
fore one would think bead 6: reel 2. Burthen- and: ſuch Dit- 
ficulties ſhould; not. be impoſed onthe Clergy, which 

they: might be caſed of tag by & Law, that no Mar- 
riage whatſoever be, | before tha rome Bf by pSbliſhed 
three feveral Sundays 10,! a. fall Cong y $4. 
Parithes where the Parties nas pour: 
be the Miniſters fecurity-3- that if any F-2as _—_ 
ried any Perſons who Banns publiſhed or. notwith- 

ſtanding Jmpediment and gs then, the Puniſhment be 

hk arf as is here afſigned, : which,pne Proviſoe. in.all.pro- 

bability would prevent the miſchiefs (defigned by his 

AS to be prevented) mare cffefually than all the (tu- 
dyed Cautions thereof, 

And in that Caſe there would be no ſnare to mens 

- 'D'2' Con- 
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Conſciences as here, where'the Secular 'Anthority 
takes upon it to void' Marriages otherwiſe than by the 
ers of Chriſt z and to compel the Church todo the 
ame, 

Methinks there ſhould be ſome Compaſhon for the 
Clergy as well as for the People called @uzkers, who 
have not only a favour but an advantage in'the cloſe 
of this AF: from which, a Man that: does'nort envy 
them in it may yet take occaſion to Requeſt, that 
the Conſciences of the Clergy be not impoſed on, any 
more than thoſe of other men'3"'As Experience may 
ere long evidence that they will 'be; Where they ſhatl 
be compelled to concur in the Execution of ſeveral 
Particulars of this AT. 

To make them concur in which is hard at preſent, 
it is Provided that this A# be read'in all Churches; a 
thing that that Man cannot in Conſciencecomply with, 
who does not believe that ſuch Marriages are void by 
the Law of Chrift, which 'by this Law of the Land are 
intended to be Diffolved; 'or made Nall. 

A Man that would ſet about it might write a Vo- 
fame yþon the Sins and "Inconveniences and Miſchiefs 
that may follow thisAQ5 ſhould: it/paſs/inro a/Law of 
the Land; which 'tis tobe hi it never will ina Na- 
tion profeſſing Chriſtianity 3 ſhould it ever, the Fault 
will lie heavy ſomewhere, ' chiefly. upon thoſe, who by 
their Place and Stitibn ſhiould'endeavour for the Inte- 
reſt of the Cliarch and'of- Chriſtianity, and yet-in 


this Cafe'are 'fent and: content-to let a Law: paſs, 


which hath a ſpeciousPreeext,. but which in time ſhall 
make way for that to-/become Pradticable-(-which ſnits 
the new modelled' Opinions of ſome Modern Divines, 
but is widely different from the 'Law of Chriſt, and 
the Senfe of the whole Church interpreting it) wx. 


tion. 


FYNIS. 


That Divorces be for other Cauſes than thas of Fornice- 


L IRAL 


